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is the lineal descendant of the crudest form of materialistic
Marxism. And this form of Marxism is a mere statement that
the strongest and most numerous class in the population, if
properly led, must in the end succeed. But Marx was never
clear about what was to happen when the proletariate had
succeeded, for the simple reason that all real values, all idealism,
all the beliefs on which rests any genuine optimism about the
future, had been carefully removed from his philosophical
presuppositions in order to make the successful issue of the
proletarian class war seem plausible. Having removed them
in order to ensure the victory of brute force, they cannot be
reintroduced in order to give substance to that victory. As the
Bolshevist experiment develops, so does the government's task
grow heavier and the demands on its authority greater. Instead
of a communal Utopia in which social organization and public
spirit are so good that the individual can become a little re-
public to himself, Russia is becoming one political, social, and
industrial factory with but one working intellect and a vast
bureaucratic system to convey the will of that intellect to the
working cells. In the words of Mr. Hindus:

Always an anarchist, hating government as something evil and
sinister, the peasant is now slowly acquiring a new appreciation of
the meaning of political processes. In the old days he could dismiss
government with contempt, slink away into his sequestered lair and
be lost to the world. He cannot do so now. Government is every-
where. . . . All these contacts with government are inculcating in
him a fresh appreciation of its uses and functions. They are making
him politically minded and are increasing his demands on govern-
ment.

There is no better sign of the poverty of political and moral
ideals in a people than such a wholesale reference of every ques-
tion to bureaucratic authority. In a case when that authority
explicitly denies the very existence of the supernatural, whence
is it to derive the ideals and standards by which to guide the
people? In Russia we can now watch the curious phenomenon
that in the end the Bolshevik leaders have been forced to seek
their ideals in that very bourgeois philosophy to destroy which